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Powered Industrial Trucks Program

PURPOSE - 1910.178
	
This is a written Powered Industrial Trucks (PIT) Program for Masters Electrical Service Corporation. The purpose of this program is to protect the health and safety of all employees assigned to use powered industrial trucks and to follow the requirements of 29 CFR 1910.178. This program applies to all powered industrial trucks. We use the information in this program to train industrial truck operators and provide the basis for refresher and annual retraining. 

SCOPE - 1910.178(a)							*Attachment A

This PIT Program covers all employees, employees of contractors, and others who use forklifts or who work in or move through areas where forklifts are present.  This PIT Program covers the following site-specific elements for each facility:

A.  Program Administration
B.  Program Specific Elements
1. Inventory
2. Vehicle Design
3. Designated Locations
4. Operator Requirements
5. Safe Operating Procedures
6. Traveling Procedures
C.  Information and Training
D.  Program Evaluation/Schedule    
       	     Attachment(s)

A.       PROGRAM ADMINSTRATION & RESPONSIBILITIES 

The President / Vice President coordinates this PIT Program for Masters Electrical Services Corporation and coordinates with supervisors implementing the program in their specific work areas. Their duties include:
1. Finding tasks that require a PIT.
2. Verifying operators are initially trained.
3. Monitoring vehicle inspections.
4. Evaluating the PIT Program annually.
5. Evaluating Operator’s certifications every 3 years.
6. Creating workplace specific PIT operation rules and procedures.
7. Evaluating the course content of the PIT training verifying it meet the requirements of the OSHA standard, and any other company requirements.

List responsible parties and program specific responsibilities here.

Masters Electrical Services Corporation policy allows only trained personnel to use PIT as shown by the successful completion of training and evaluation. This policy applies to both daily operators and those who occasionally use a PIT. The President/ Vice President and work area supervisors do not allow employees to use a PIT until completion of the PIT training program.

B.  	PROGRAM SPECIFIC ELEMENTS 

1. Inventory                                                                   		 *Attachment B

The President / Vice President completed Attachment B, Inventory Evaluation Sheet, a list of all the equipment that Masters Electrical Services Corporation defines as a PIT.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk40852667] Vehicle Design – 1910.178(a)(2); 1910.178(a)(3)			

The use of safety and protective devices is an important factor in safe design and operation of PIT. All PIT rented or bought by Masters Electrical Services Corporation or used by a subcontractor on a Masters Electrical Services Corporation controlled job, shall follow the ANSI (American National Standards Institute) B56 series standard.  At a minimum this includes:
a. Nameplate(s) and marking (i.e., capacity information, limitations)
b. Warning Devices (i.e., lights or blinkers, sound producing devices, motion alarms)
c. Overhead Guards (required when a falling object hazard exists for the operator)
d. On-board, fire extinguishers (i.e., ABC rated fire extinguisher) 

3. Designated Locations – 1910.178(c)				*Attachment B

Unless allowed in Attachment B, do not use PIT in atmospheres that have hazardous levels according to 1910.178(c).  

4.  Operator Requirements         *Attachment C *Attachment D *Attachment E

All operators at Masters Electrical Services Corporation have certification and documentation of required trainings and evaluations prior to operation of any PIT. Supervisors shall check for compliance. 

5. Safe Operating Procedures – 1910.178(l)                         	*Attachment F

All operators conduct a daily or pre-shift inspection of PIT before use.

All employees using PIT follow these operating procedures:
a. Review all operating instructions and warnings for the type of trucks used.
b. All listed PITs have a nameplate affixed to them that show:
i. Lift Category
ii. Load Rating
iii. Load Center
c. All listed PITs have a working horn, an overhead cage for protection, and a properly rated fire extinguisher attached.  
d. A PIT is unattended when the operator is 25 feet or more away from or out of view.  
e. Place all unattended PIT in neutral with the emergency brake engaged, and power shut off.  Block the wheels of all PIT parked on unlevel ground.
f. Lower the forks to the ground and engage the emergency brake of any unattended PIT.
g. Use operator restraint devices or seat belts per the operator’s manual.
h. No riders allowed on any PIT.
i. All surfaces intended for PIT operation at Masters Electrical Services Corporation can support PIT loads. 
j. No persons allowed under a suspended load.
k. Turn engine off before replacing propane tanks.
l. All loads lifted, are within the rated capacity of the PIT lifting the load.
m. Use all removable attachments as recommended by the manufacturer.
n. Discipline all horseplay or unsafe driving at once.
o. Report all accidents to the direct supervisor and the President / Vice President.

6.  Traveling Procedures

All Employees using a PIT, follow these traveling procedures:

a. Drive PIT at a safe stopping speed.  
b. Enforce a safe distance of at least 3 trucks lengths when following another PIT.
c. Operators slow down and sound the horn if their vision is obstructed.
d. Drive all PIT in the direction that enables the operator to have the best visibility, keeping a clear travel path.
e. Lower the forks to 4-6 inches off the ground when traveling with an empty load.
f. Use a 10-foot clearance for any overhead obstruction.
g. Secure all dock plates or bridge plates before driving on them.
h. Carry loads against the backrest, with the forks as wide as possible.
i. Operators drive in reverse if the load is too wide to see around.
j. Always carry the load as low as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk40853940]C. 	INFORMATION & TRAINING – 1910.178(l) 			      

1. PIT written training program requirements 1910.178(l)(2)

a. The President / Vice President is designated by management as the experienced, knowledgeable and trained individual to conduct training and the evaluation of competence of PIT operators. 
b. Conduct all operational training under close supervision.
c. Complete all operational training before use of a PIT.
d. Training consists of a combination of the following:
i. Formal Instruction
ii. Practical Training 
iii. Operator Performance Evaluation
e. Supervisors ensure employees follow all program specifics and training received. 

2. Operator training requirements – 1910.178(l)(3)

Only employees who have successfully completed operator training can use a PIT.

Formal classroom training includes:
a. The factors that affect the stability of a PIT.
b. The safe operation and inspection requirements of a PIT.
c. The location and working of all controls and instrumentation.
d. The similarities and differences between PIT and automobiles.
e. Steering and maneuverability, ramps if applicable, and any unique or potentially hazardous environmental conditions that could affect its safe operation.
f. The proper techniques of battery charging and refueling.
g. Vehicle capacity.
h. Load manipulation, stacking, and unstacking.
i. Pedestrian traffic in areas of vehicles use. 
j. Narrow aisles and potentially hazardous environmental conditions in the workplace that affect the safe operation of a PIT.
k. Any other operating instructions listed in the PIT operators manual specific to the type of PIT in use.  

3. Refresher Training – 1910.178(l)(4)

We conduct refresher training any time the following occurs:
a. The operator uses a PIT in an unsafe manner.
b. The operator is involved in an accident or near-miss incident.
c. The operator has received an evaluation that reveals the operator is not using the PIT safely.
d. Employer assigns the operator to drive a different type of PIT.
e. A change in workplace environment occurs.

4. Re-certification – 1910.178(l)(4)(iii)

All PIT operators have a re-evaluation conducted at least once every three years.

D.  PROGRAM EVALUATIONS & UPDATES

       We conduct annual reviews of the written Masters Electrical Services Corporation Powered Industrial Truck    
       program for compliance with federal regulations and our internal requirements to assure   
       quality and effectiveness.

This review includes:

1. Changes occur to the OSHA Powered Industrial Truck Standard.
2. Facility operational changes occur.
3. Purchase, rental, or removal of PIT inventory.
The President / Vice President keeps the findings of the review and the plans to correct deficiencies in the program.

ATTACHMENTS

Included here are forms, definitions, inventory, training documents, and checklists.

[bookmark: _Hlk40853545]Attachment A – Definitions 
Attachment B – Workplace & PIT Inventory Evaluation Sheet     
Attachment C – Training Sign-in Sheet 
Attachment D – Training Completion Certificate
Attachment E – PIT Operator Certification Card 
Attachment F – Pre-Operation Checklist

Additional Resources
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